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Abstract 

Multiple bed room have been designed in new hospitals 
in Japan in response to call for the privacy provision of 
inpatients. While single rooms with multiple bed room like 
arrangement or pod ward plan are planned for better nursing 
supervision by shortening the walking distance of nurses. This 
study focuses on the traditional ward planning of Nightingale 
Ward and its implication in some newly built hospital 
inpatient quarters. Then, a suitable balance between privacy 
and communication of inpatients to offer appropriate choices 
for every inpatient will be discussed. And also suggestions are 
made to better resolve the controversial issue of privacy 
versus nursing supervision and/or communication among 
patients, their families and nurses in the inpatient bed rooms. 
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